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Sr Anne Keffer Ecumenical Bursary offered by the Prairie Centre for Ecumenism

The Sister Anne Keffer Ecumenical Bursary Fund was established by the board of the Prairie
Centre for Ecumenism (PCE) in loving memory of Sister Anne Keffer, who was a former
director of the Prairie Centre for Ecumenism. At the time of her death in February of 2023,
Sister Anne left a donation to the Prairie Centre for Ecumenism. The principle has been
invested, and the annual interest will be the source of these bursaries. Sister Anne’s life and
work reflected a deep commitment to unity, compassion, and shared faith. This fund
honours her legacy by supporting small to medium-sized ecumenical events that bring
together diverse Christian traditions in a spirit of collaboration and mutual respect.

Through this bursary, we aim to encourage gatherings that foster dialogue, nurture
relationships, and inspire collective action for the common good. Whether it’s a workshop,
retreat, community service project, or interdenominational celebration, the fund seeks to
empower initiatives that embody the values of inclusivity, understanding, and shared
withess.

By investing in these events, we not only remember Sr. Anne’s passion for bringing people
together but also help strengthen the bonds that unite communities in faith and purpose.

Purpose:

The Sister Anne Ecumenical Bursary Fund exists to encourage and support small to medium-
sized ecumenical events in Saskatchewan that foster unity, dialogue, and collaboration
among Christian traditions. The fund aims to strengthen relationships, promote mutual
understanding, and inspire joint action in service to the wider community.

In the spirit of Jesus’ prayer “that they may all be one” (John 17:21), the Ecumenical Bursary
Fund seeks to nurture unity, friendship, and shared witness among the diverse traditions of
the Christian family. We believe that when followers of Christ come together across
denominationallines, the Church’s witness is strengthened, communities are enriched, and
God’s love is made visible in new and powerful ways.

This fund exists to encourage and support small to medium-sized ecumenically planned
events thatembody cooperation, mutual respect, and the joy of working together for the sake
of the Gospel. Whether through worship, dialogue, service, or learning, we celebrate
initiatives that bring Christians together to share their gifts and deepen their common
mission.



Objectives:

1) To provide financial assistance to organizers of ecumenical gatherings, workshops,
conferences or community projects.

2) To encourage participation from diverse Christian denominations and traditions.

3) Tosupporteventsthat bring together participants from at least two different Christian
denominations or traditions.

4) Encourage creative, inclusive, and accessible gatherings that embody the spirit of
Christian unity.

5) Enable smaller-scale initiatives that may not have access to larger funding sources.

Eligibility Criteria:

Applicants must:
1) Beindividuals, churches, or organizations planning an ecumenical event involving at
least two Christian denominations with those denominations represented on the
planning team

2) Demonstrate a clear ecumenical focus in the event’s purpose and program.

3) The goal of the event must promote community and reflect the goals and vision of the
Prairie Centre for Ecumenism through worship, education, or ministry.

4) The event must be held within one year of application submission.

5) Events should be small to medium in scale and take place within Saskatchewan.
Value of Bursary

1) Grants will be up to $500 depending on the scope and needs of the event.
Funding Scope:

1) Grants may be used for venue hire, materials, guest speakers, publicity, or other
direct event costs.

2) Funding will not cover ongoing operational expenses, salaries, or activities unrelated
to the event’s ecumenical purpose.

Fund Generation:

1) The funds distributed each year will be the interest of the invested funds donated by
the late Sister Anne Keffer.



The amount of money available each year will be determined by the interest earned
on the investment.

The annual amount, once approved by the PCE Board, will be sent to the PCE
Ecumenical Bursary Committee by December 1 annually for the decisions on the
applications, recipients to be announced at the January Week of Prayer each year.

PCE Ecumenical Bursary Selection Committee:

1)

2)

A committee of a minimum of three people will be set up each year to meet between
November 1-January 15" to select the recipients of this bursary for the coming year.
An announcement should be ready for the Week of Prayer each January.

This committee will be made up of the Executive Director, and at least one other
member from the board of the Prairie Centre for Ecumenism plus at least one
representative from the ecumenical community, outside of the Prairie Centre board.
Members will represent a range of Christian denominations and ensure impartial
decision-making.

Award Administration

1)
2)

Funds will be disbursed directly to the organizing body.
Recipients must submit a brief report and financial summary within six weeks after
the event.

Review of Terms

These Terms of Reference will be reviewed every two years to ensure they remain relevant
and effective in supporting ecumenical initiatives.



