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Ecumenical engagement is touted by various church bodies as an 
obligation laid upon us by Christ Jesus himself in the great priestly prayer 
as recorded in John 17 from his last night on earth: 
 
As we witness to the Gospel of Christ to the world and the power of his 
love, we have to acknowledge the continued reality of our divisions in the 
Church of Christ. We believe that the ecumenical vocation is one which 
comes directly from the Lord, empowered and directed by the Holy Spirit. 
Our Lord Jesus Christ prayed for the unity of his followers on the night 
before he died. We believe it is the will of God that his Church be one. (par. 
71, Lambeth, 2008) 

 
Jesus himself, at the hour of his Passion, prayed "that they may all be one" (John 17:21). This unity, 
which the Lord has bestowed on his Church and in which he wishes to embrace all people, is not 
something added on, but stands at the very heart of Christ's mission. Nor is it some secondary 
attribute of the community of his disciples. Rather, it belongs to the very essence of this community. 
God wills the Church, because he wills unity, and unity is an expression of the whole depth of his 
agape. (par. 9, Ut Unum Sint, 1995) 
 
If our Lord and Saviour was so explicit about his desire for us to be one in his name, if this was his 
most fervent dying wish, then why is there so little ecumenical engagement and interest in the priests 
and ministers who are called to lead Christ's flock into holy living according to our Lord's command? 
This is the question Anglican Bishop Bruce Myers tackles in his recently published book “Formation for 
Transformation: Ecumenical Reception through Ecumenical Formation.” 
 
The summary on the book's back cover states: “In the past century the ecumenical movement has 
made extraordinary efforts in healing the wounds of division in the Body of Christ—the church. 
However, in the formal preparation for ministry, many clergy learn little to nothing about the 
achievements, methods, or implications of ecumenism. This failure to adequately educate and inspire 
successive generations of Christian leaders about the quest for the church’s visible unity risks an 
irretrievable loss of ecumenical memory. Fostering this ecclesial amnesia can also lead back to a time 
in which ignorance and fear, mistrust and stereotypes, caricatures and even persecution characterized 
the relations between divided churches.”  
 
It is a sad fact that many local clergy act as gatekeepers to what parishioners are exposed to and will 
learn. If an ecumenical vision and appreciation is not instilled in the local pastor, parishioners may 
never realize the great strides we have made in overcoming the wounds of division in the Body of 
Christ. Drawing on decades of his own personal engagement, study and reflection on ecumenical 
reception and formation, Bishop Myers addresses this lukewarm embrace of ecumenical agreements 
in all Christian communities. He identifies this lack of appropriation on the ground as the weak point 
in the ecumenical movement, a logjam on the road to restoring full visible unity. Bishop Myers lays 
much of the blame at the feet of the dire lack of ecumenical formation in seminaries, in Roman 
Catholic ones as well as in his own denomination. 



 

Myers sees a parallel in the global Anglican Communion to the primary task of Christian Unity in a 
2008 document entitled The Vision Before Us, aka the Kyoto Report. Along with the Church of 
England's directive to regulate ecumenical collaboration with other churches (revised in 2019) and the 
Episcopal Church's Handbook for Ecumenism (updated in 2013), the imperative to ecumenical 
formation and collaboration couldn't be stronger. And yet, ironically, Myers' survey of Anglican 
theological colleges and seminaries in Canada yielded a similar scant offering of ecumenical education 
to future Anglican clergy. While eerily united in our lackluster embrace on the ground of ecumenical 
achievements, Myers reluctantly concludes that our theological colleges might well perpetuate the  
ancient divisions by omission, failing to pay attention to ecumenical agreements of the past 60 years. 
 

Those who are actively involved in drafting major ecumenical agreements deserve to have their efforts 
recognized by adequate study and reception by those in the pews and at the altar. It is disheartening, 
even disrespectful, when intense theological work of dialogue and negotiation, inspired by the very 
words of Jesus in John 17, is met with indifference and ignorance, leaving significant breakthroughs 
sitting on shelves gathering dust. Fortunately, Bishop Myers suggests an intentional approach to 
teaching the practical and theological aspects of ecumenism in a way that is both holistic and 
pragmatic, in order to raise up a new generation of church leaders who can become agents of 
reconciliation and Christian unity. But he is also quick to point out the urgency of this formation, lest 
significant parts of our collective ecumenical memory get relegated to the obscure corners of history. 
 
Let's be honest; it is an established fact that the world already considers us as one in our sinfulness. 
What would it take for all of the churches to grow an informed ecumenical vision, to foster healing 
relations among clergy and invite parishioners to do the same? What would happen if an ecumenical 
commitment in practical actions and relationships drives all aspects of parish ministry, so that the 
world will recognize us by our unity in love and service? 
 
Formation for Transformation is available on Amazon. Bishop Bruce Myers will speak on his book in 
Regina and Saskatoon during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity January 18—25, 2023. For details 
on his visit to our province, see https://pcecumenism.ca/news-events/  
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