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WHAT ARE WE MISSING?
BY MARIE-LOUISE TERNIER
Rev. Marie-Louise Ternier is an Anglican priest
serving All Saints Anglican Parish and Our
Redeemer's Lutheran Church in Watrous, SK.
She is a member of ARC Canada, the AnglicanRoman Catholic dialogue in Canada. She blogs
at https://graceatsixty.wordpress.com/

It's been a strange season of selfdiscipline and renunciation. Many
were and still are heart-broken and
fearful: losing loved ones to Covid19, medical and front-line workers
risking transmission, loss of work—
income—freedom, and surely, loss of
Sunday worship (as we used to know
it) and loss of Holy Communion. Last
spring, barely two months into our
lockdown, the aching and the
questions emerged: “I miss
Communion.” “Can we come by the
church and get Communion?”
“How about virtual Communion? Is
that valid?” The weeks without
church services extended into
months, and increasing numbers of

Christians were deeply missing the
Eucharist, Holy Communion, the
Lord's Supper, the Mass. But what do
we really mean by this? What exactly
were we missing? What does Holy
Communion mean?
Seizing a teachable moment, my
colleague Rev. Canon Matteo Carboni
and myself decided to host a series
of Zoom-chats on the subject. We
collected a number of articles on the
subject, all written on the Holy
Eucharist during the pandemic,
from Anglican, Lutheran and Roman
Catholic sources. Each week
participants received two articles in
their email with reflection questions.
Then for five Thursday evenings we
met on Zoom to talk about what we
had read. Both informal and
instructive, we gathered with an
open heart and a curious mind, to
learn and share and discuss, and to
still our spiritual hunger.
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The result surprised both my
colleague and I. Each week between
12-16 participants from five different
towns and cities met on Zoom.
Moreover, each of the three
Christian traditions mentioned above
were represented in the group, some
through the reality of inter-church
marriages, others because they learnt
through personal connections about
this initiative and asked to
participate.
The conversations were lively and
engaging, with much learning and
new understanding. While these
regular churchgoers showed a very
good intuition about the nature and
meaning of the Holy Eucharist, very
few had thought of the Lord's Supper
as a witness to the world about God's
love for all creation and God's
redeeming work in Christ Jesus for all
people. One participant wrote this in
her evaluation:
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"In our Zoom conversations and in
reading and re-reading the articles, I
have learned more about the Eucharist
and realize that, in taking Holy
Communion, it isn’t just about my
personal fulfillment, but about those
who commune around me and extend
this to the greater world. Eucharist
seems to be the bigger picture. It
involves our becoming nourished for
mission and in witness to the whole
world. What we witness to when we
make Eucharist, is that Christ died and
rose again for sake of the whole world,
giving us all a share in His new life. In
Eucharist, we are the sign—that Christ
is offering Himself, His body and blood
for everyone. That as we show Christ’s
love to the world, we also bring our
love for our neighbours to him in
prayer."

The group remained diverse on the
question of virtual communion with
some in favour and others not. Here
are some thoughts from a Lutheran
participant:

WEEK OF PRAYER
FOR CHRISTIAN
UNITY 2021
Abide in my love and you shall bear
much fruit (cf. Jn 15:5-9)
The Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity materials for 2021 were
prepared by the Monastic Community
of Grandchamp. The theme that was
chosen, "Abide in my love and you
shall bear much fruit", is based on
John 15: 1-17 and expresses the
Grandchamp Community's vocation
to prayer, reconciliation and unity in
the church and the human family.
Today, the community has fifty
sisters, all women from different
generations,
church
traditions,
countries and continents. In their
diversity the sisters are a living
parable of communion.
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"The Lutheran perspective by Professor
Dr. Dirk Lange was very meaningful.
His comments regarding virtual and
online communion made sense to me.
He gives reasons why we need the
complete liturgical celebrations of the
Eucharist or Holy Communion: 'The
whole liturgical celebration culminates
in this great thanksgiving in the Holy
Spirit that evokes God’s radical, selfgiving gift, God’s gift of God’s self, Jesus
Christ, Divine Mercy in our midst.'
Again, there is an insistence on the
fullness of the rite and on the people
gathered doing something together. I
myself would not find virtual online
communion very meaningful or
satisfying."

opportunity to grow with, and to learn
from, each other. Several participants
commented that our differences seem
to lie primarily in different emphases
and different terms, but that in
essence we share a common faith in
the Real Presence of Christ in the
bread and wine blessed in the
presence of the gathered community
of faith. And so the question naturally
arose: why are we still divided at the
holy Table of our Lord? Why indeed?

Towards the end of our meetings
someone commented how this group
had become a beautiful
and meaningful virtual community and
that this virtual nature was definitely
real. And that maybe every celebration
of Holy Communion has a virtual
Discussing such a central aspect of our dimension, because it transcends the
faith, the Holy Communion—Eucharist natural world. Just as Christ Jesus is
—Mass, with Lutherans, Anglicans and truly and wholly present in the bread
Roman Catholics was a delightful
and the wine, so we became truly
present to one another, forming one
Body of Christ in order be sent out
again to be the
Body of Christ in the world, even in the
absence of Holy Communion.
This same Zoom-series on the Eucharist will be
offered through Queen's House in
October/November

They remain faithful to a life of
prayer, life in community and the
welcoming of guests. The sisters
share the grace of their monastic life
with visitors and volunteers who go
to Grandchamp for a time of retreat,
silence, healing or in search of
meaning.
For the eight days of the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity in 2021,
they propose a journey of prayer:
Day 1: Called by God: “You did not
choose me but I chose you” (Jn 15:16a)
Day 2: Maturing internally: “Abide in
me as I abide in you” (Jn 15:4a)
Day 3: Forming one body: “Love one
another as I have loved you” (Jn
15:12b)
Day 4: Praying together: “I do not call
you servants any longer … but I have
called you friends” (Jn 15:15)

Day 5: Letting oneself be transformed
by the Word: “You have already been
pruned by the word…” (Jn 15:3)
Day 6: Welcoming others: “Go and
bear fruit, fruit that will last” (Jn 15:16b)
Day 7: Growing in unity: “I am the vine,
you are the branches” (Jn 15:5a)
Day 8: Reconciling with all of creation:
“So that my joy may be in you, and
that your joy may be complete” (Jn
15:11)
Please stay tuned as Week of Prayer
plans unfold. Due to COVID-19 this
year, Saskatoon celebrations may look
different. The circumstances of this
pandemic are evolving everyday and
this may impact our plans. We will
keep you informed on our website,
email, social media and in the next
Growing Together newsletter.
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JESUS PRAYED FOR HIS
FOLLOWERS "THAT ALL
MAY BE ONE". WHAT IS
THE MEANING OF THIS
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN
UNITY? (FIRST SERIES,
NO.1 - JANUARY 1985)

Jesus prayed that his followers may
be on "as thou, Father, art in me,
and I in thee, so also may they be
in us" (John 17:21) The depth of
unity our Lord desires for us is
measured only by the unity that
exists between Jesus and the
Father.
How are Jesus and the Father
united? Jesus sought the Father's
will and lived according to it. At the
very least we may see the unity of a
shared vision or purpose, and a will
or desire to achieve that vision.
Part of that vision or purpose is a
unity with him and with each
other. In another passage, John 15,
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Jesus describes himself as the vine,
and his followers are the branches
which are living parts of that vine.
Paul speaks of the Church as
Christ's Body; we are all members
of that one Body.
At present it is difficult for us, and
more difficult for people outside
the Church, to see our unity. It is
marred by historical divisions that
have torn our fellowship. We are
called to heal our divisions and to
work toward a depth of unity that
will be visible to ourselves and to
others.
HOW DOES CHRISTIAN
UNITY RELATE TO THE
WORK OF THE CHURCH?

In John 17, our Lord prayed for the
unity of his disciples "that they
world will believe that you sent
me." (v21). Has not the disunity of
the Churches caused confusion
and frequently hampered our
witness given to the world?
The modern ecumenical movement
really is a by-product of the
missionary movement. The term
"ecumenical" comes from the
Greek word oikoumene which
means "the entire inhabited world"
to which the Church is sent

(Matthew 24:14), and it was out of
the experience of the nineteenth
century missionary Societies that
this concern for cooperation and
unified witness grew. Since that
time ecumenism has endeavoured
to
serve
the
healing
and
strengthening of the Church's
God-given unity - a unity the
Church has always been endowed
with but often has failed to
demonstrate to the world.
Christian unity, fully restored, is
the condition required for the
credibile and effective mission of
the Church. The Christian gospel
has to do with integrity and the
reconciliation of people. Without
Christian unity such a message
cannot be heard.
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SUPPORTING THE PRAIRIE CENTRE
FOR ECUMENISM
Tax receipts will be issued for donations over $20
by the Prairie Centre for Ecumenism, charitable
B/N registration #1075 6633 RR 0001. Please feel
free to contact us at admin@pcecumenism.ca for
further information.

WAYS YOU CAN HELP
ONE TIME GIFT - May be made by cash, cheque
or credit card by calling the Prairie Centre office
at (306)653-1633 or online through Canada Helps
MONTHLY PRE-AUTHORIZED GIVING - The
Prairie Centre's monthly donations are
administered by the United Church of Canada's
PAR Program

MISSON AND VISION
The Vision of the Prairie Centre for Ecumenism is
the full visible unity of the Church – one body
with many members.
At the Prairie Centre for Ecumenism, we seek to
call all Christian churches, regardless of
denomination, to the goal of visible reconciliation
and unity for the world's sake, expressed in one
faith and one eucharistic fellowship in Christ (cf.
Eph. 4)

CELEBRATING HARVEST
A Letter From Our Board Chairperson
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
What a wonderful time of year: the beauty of God’s
creation colours our world as trees don vibrant fall
foliage. Bright coloured autumn flowers adorn our
gardens including the last roses of summer. Golden
wheat and other crops are being harvested and
vegetable gardens produce their bounteous gourds,
potatoes, parsnips, carrots. We celebrate harvest. But
while autumn is a time of harvest it is also a time for
seeding and planning future bounty.
The Prairie Centre for Ecumenism has experienced an
unusual year, not only because of the pandemic that
has changed our world. Our fields have lain fallow as
we coped with changes to staff and funding. Some may
ask whether the Centre should continue to exist
comparing it to the barren fig tree in the Bible. The
Board and staff of the Centre are committed to Christ’s
call that all may be one. Like the gardener in Luke’s
passage we will hoe around and fertilize our fig tree
that it may bear fruit. Yes, we have had a fallow year
but the purpose of lying fallow is to give time to renew
strength and again take up the task. Before the next
edition of Growing Together we hope to unveil our new
website designed to serve our ecumenical community
into the future.
In Prayer and Hope,
Mary Nordick
Chair of the Board of the Prairie Centre For Ecumenism

STAFF AND BOARD OF THE PRAIRIE
CENTRE FOR ECUMENISM
Cathryn Wood - Program Coordinator
Board members Mary Nordick - Board Chairperson - Catholic
Larry Mitchell - Anglican
Michael Williams - Anglican
Brian Maitland - United
Martha Fergusson - Presbyterian
Roberto DeSandoli - Presbyterian
Murray Patzwald - Lutheran
Stewart Miller - Order of St Lazarus

News From the Pews
We would love hear from you! How and what are you
doing during this time of quarantine? Does your
church have any events that you would like us to
share? Please email us at admin@pcecumenism.ca

CONTACT US
PRAIRIE CENTRE FOR ECUMENISM
535 8TH STREET EAST
SASKATOON, SK
S7H 0P9
(306)653-1633
WWW.PCECUMENISM.CA
ADMIN@PCECUMENISM.CA
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