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GOOD WORDS FOR GREAT SOULS
BY CATHRYN WOOD

Growing together was originally a
six week bulletin series for the
ecumenical education of Christ's
faithful. These bulletin inserts were
published and distributed annually
to churches in Saskatoon starting
in 1985 and served the community
until 2005. Growing Together was
written by an interdenominational
team of volunteers who met to
write about relevant topics related
to Christian unity.

Each issue would explore an
ecumenical topic from a variety of
viewpoints. The team would
attempt to pick topics that would
have a wide interest in Canadian
churches and beyond.
Although this publication will not
follow the same format as the
original Growing Together, I felt
that it would be important to retain
the name of this historic
publication and reprint some of
GROWING TOGETHER

the excellent articles and of
course, feature new articles from
ecumenists on relevant topics to
today.
It is my hope to publish this
newsletter quarterly in hopes of
educating and informing our
community about ecumenism and
the Prairie Centre.

GROWING TOGETHER

GROWING
TOGETHER
ARCHIVES
EXPLORING CHRISTIAN
UNITY (SECOND SERIES,
NO.1 - JANUARY 1986)

ECUMENISM? WHAT'S THAT?
The word "ecumenism" comes from
the Greek word meaning "the
whole inhabited world". Today we
use the word to describe the
movement to bring about unity of
all Christians.
We could say that ecumenism is a
spiritual process of conversion and
reconciliation. It involves the work
of getting to know our fellow
Christians and growing together in
faith in order to serve our Lord
Jesus Christ in His mission to the
world.
It isn't clear yet what form this
Christian unity might take.
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At the present time, some
Christians see organizational union
of churches. Others see no
organizational union, but closer
co-operation. There is a growing
consensus however that true
Church unity, in the future, will
include the profession of a
common faith in Jesus Christ,
common baptism and eucharist,
along with variety in liturgical
practice and style of government.
Our unity might be like a rainbow one arc, made of bands of blending
colours.

Christians are called to unity so
that the world may believe. Our
common witness strengthens us
and offers the world a model of
trust and reconciliation. Christ's
Church is one, and we are being
called by Him to affirm that unity.
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION
1. Why should we be concerned
about Christian unity?
2. What form do you think
Christian unity should take?

In recent years, a broader
ecumenism has also prompted
Christians to learn more about
other world religions, such as
Judaism and Islam.
WHY SHOULD WE GET
INVOLVED?
The Gospel gives us a clear call to
unity. Jesus prayed for his follower,
"May they all be one, Father, may
they be one in us, as you are in me
and I am in you, so that the world
may believe that it was you who
sent me". (John 17: 18-21)
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Therefore, we suggest that in these
quarantine times we make time for
deliberate prayer for Christian Unity
with and for each other. For a common
time of prayer, may we suggest
choosing Thursday evenings in
remembrance of what Christ did on the
night before He suffered and died. Our
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
prayer may be simply His prayer for His
In this time of COVID 19 it is difficult Church “I ask not only on behalf of
to gather to carry out our Gospel call these, but also on behalf of those who
will believe in me through their word,
to work for the unity of Christ’s
church. We recognize that Christian that they may all be one. As you, Father,
are in me and I am in you, may they
Unity is the work of the Spirit and
also be in us, so that the world may
that that work is ongoing.
believe that you have sent me” (John 17:
While we cannot gather, we can pray 20-21). Other prayers and or personal
prayer may also be offered. A good
On the night before He died, Jesus
resource for ecumenical prayer is In
blessed bread and wine and gave
them to his disciples. He also prayed God’s Reconciling Grace by Bernard de
Margerie. Of course, prayer may be
for unity. In these days we cannot
offered at any time and on a daily basis.
gather to share the Lord’s Supper,
and when we can gather, we do not
come to open shared tables in all our These days many churches are offering
churches. BUT there is no barrier to services and prayers on line especially
on a Sunday
prayer.

PRAYER IN
A TIME OF
CRISIS

THE WAYS OF
PRAYER

Reflection

IN GOD'S RECONCILING
GRACE - FR BERNARD
DEMARGERIE

One of the most beautiful fruits of
true prayer is that it changes, or
transforms, the person who is
Source
praying! One must, nonetheless,
persevere in prayer. The apostle Paul
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our
weakness; for we do not know how to assures us that the Holy Spirit helps
pray as we ought, but that very Spirit and guides. The Spirit knows that
the unity of the Body of Christ
intercedes with sighs too deep for
resonates deeply in the heart of God,
words. And God, who searches the
heart, knows what is the mind of the and it is he, the Holy Spirit, who
engraves the prayer of Christ "That
Spirit (Romans 8:26-27a). So I say to
they may all be one" (John 17:21) upon
you, ask, and it will be given to you;
search, and you will find; knock, and the hearts of the faithful.
the door will be opened to you. How
much more will the heavenly Father Question
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask
him! (Luke 11: 9.12b).

How can I grow in prayerfulness of
Christian unity?
Prayer
Lord Jesus, who spent nights in
prayer, help me imitate your
prayerfulness, little by little. Amen

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 1

The following suggestion comes from
Shirley and Bernie: Why not join
another congregation or several
online to worship virtually and
ecumenically?
In prayer and hope,
Mary Nordick, Board Chairperson
Prairie Centre for Ecumenism
We would to hear about your
experiences of worshipping
ecumenically during this time of
quarantine! Please send us a brief
note about what services you have
joined online in the past few months
to admin@pcecumenism. ca

PRAYERS IN VIEW OF
THE CORONAVIRUS
PANDEMIC
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

At this time when we have to keep
physically distant from one another, it
is more important than ever that we
draw close to one another spiritually,
praying together.
A word of prayer from the WCC
general secretary:
God of life, you have promised to be
with us every day, also in difficult days,
like in times like these. Give us clarity
in our minds, strength in our work and
discernment, rest as we sleep, peace in
our minds. Be with those who need
help more than we do ourselves help
us to see what we can offer from your
love.
To find more prayers offered by
Christians from a variety of countries
and backgrounds, individually or as a
group, interceding together for our
one human family, please go to:
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/reso
urces/documents/covid-19/pray
A new prayer is added each week.

SUPPORTING THE PRAIRIE CENTRE
FOR ECUMENISM
Tax receipts will be issued for donations over $20 by
the Prairie Centre for Ecumenism, charitable B/N
registration #1075 6633 RR 0001. Please feel free to
contact us at admin@pcecumenism.ca for further
information.

WAYS YOU CAN HELP
ONE TIME GIFT - May be made by cash, cheque or
credit card by calling the Prairie Centre office at
(306)653-1633 or online through Canada Helps

On Hope, Gratitude and Solidarity

A Message to Canadians from Religious Leaders in Canada
in Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic
March 30, 2020, more than 80 religious leaders from across Canada
issued a common message to all who call Canada home, expressing
the need for hope, gratitude and solidarity in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic. This ecumenical and interfaith message is a
response by religious leaders from across Canada which was
initiated by the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops and The
Canadian Rabbinic Caucus with the support and coordination of The
Canadian Council of Churches and the Canadian Interfaith
Conversation. The French translation was funded by The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. To see the entire document please
visit -https://www.councilofchurches.ca/news/hope-gratitudeand-solidarity/

MONTHLY PRE-AUTHORIZED GIVING - The Prairie
Centre's monthly donations are administered by the
United Church of Canada's PAR Program

The message reflects a
unity of thought and
concern among Canada’s
diverse religious
communities in the face of
the uncertainty, fear and
anxiety surrounding
COVID-19. Acknowledging
the significant impact of
COVID-19, the message
reminds Canadians of the
hope we share, the
reasons we have to give
thanks, and the ways we
can act together for the
good of one another.
“In spite of present
sufferings, which can
seem overwhelming at
times, the flames of hope
cannot be extinguished,”
the statement reads.
“Love, which gives life its
fullest meaning, continues
to seek out the common
good in spite of individual
difficulties.”

MISSON AND VISION
The Vision of the Prairie Centre for Ecumenism is the
full visible unity of the Church – one body with many
members.
At the Prairie Centre for Ecumenism, we seek to call all
Christian churches, regardless of denomination, to the
goal of visible reconciliation and unity for the world's
sake, expressed in one faith and one eucharistic
fellowship in Christ (cf. Eph. 4)
Our ministry involves the promotion of inter-church
dialogue, understanding and co-operation. In addition,
the Centre also promotes inter-religious encounters in
our communities. The Prairie Centre for Ecumenism
has been in operation since 1984. For further
information about the Centre, see the history page.
The Prairie Centre for Ecumenism is sponsored by six
denominations. We work in close partnership with
the Canadian Council of Churches, the Canadian
Centre for Ecumenism, the Association of Interchurch
Families, and other ecumenical ministries.

News From the Pews

CONTACT US

We would love hear from you! How and what are you
doing during this time of quarantine? Does your
church have any online events that you would like us to
share? If you are holding a virtual VBS or any summer
programming for kids, we would like to create a
directory to share with the community. Please email us
at admin@pcecumenism.ca

PRAIRIE CENTRE FOR ECUMENISM
535 8TH STREET EAST
SASKATOON, SK
S7H 0P9
(306)653-1633
WWW.PCECUMENISM.CA
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