
 
 

 

 

Transitions 
2012 was a season of exciting 
transitions at the Centre. Much of 
the transition arises from some 
new faces who are leading us 
forward.  In May, a new director 
for the Centre was hired in the 
person of Dr. Darren Dahl.  Darren 
has brought a fresh approach and 
considerable erudition to the work 
of ecumenism here at Centre. 
Darren welcomes speaking 
opportunities and one of these was 
an invitation by the Mennonite 
Church of Saskatchewan to speak 
to their annual pastor’s gathering 
in November. He discussed the 
connection between ecumenism 
and church reform, drawing on the 
thought of Johannes B. Metz. 
 
In October Ron Bestvater joined us 
as the Ecumenical Shared 
Ministries project worker. 
Regarding his ecumenical roots, 
Ron says, “It was more than an 
ecumenism of expedience as it was 
rooted in the ecumenical creeds 
and the commitment to 
ecumenism I imbibed growing up 
in a Lutheran congregation in 
Kingston, Ontario. The theological  
education I received in Saskatoon, 
first for my M.Div. and then later 
for an STM, also fostered 
ecumenical thinking and an  

 
 
 
openness to receiving the gifts of 
our various traditions of faith in 
Jesus Christ.” 
 
Hilary Klassen came on as the new 
Administrator in July. Hilary enjoys 
drawing on her ongoing faith 
journey to enrich the day to day 
work here at the Centre. “I value 
being part of this work towards 
greater unity and reconciliation 
within Christian traditions and 
beyond.” 
 

Fall PEC 

Workshop 
We were pleased to have Dr. 
Simon Lasair be the facilitator for 
our Fall PEC Workshop, held on 
two evenings and a Saturday (Nov. 
29 - Dec. 1). Entitled “Life Between 
Neighbours: Being a Faithful 
Christian in a Pluralistic World,” the 
workshop created stimulating and 
diverse discussions on how to 
share truths of our tradition and 
welcome the other.  One 
participant said, “I loved the 
dialogue – respectful, 
acknowledging differences and 
commonalities.  Simon facilitated 
with tact and a desire to 
understand.” Others appreciated 
Simon’s openness and 
vulnerability. This may be what led 
another to comment, “it was a safe 
place to express my feelings, a 

place of acceptance.” A common 
response was that the workshop 
was honest and real, the topic at 
times difficult yet highly significant.  
 

Week of Prayer 2013 

The Week of 
Prayer for 
Christian Unity 
(WPCU) was 
celebrated 
here in 
Saskatoon 
during the week of January 20-27, 
2013. This worldwide week of 
prayer encourages all Christians to 
meet, to participate in common 
prayer and other community 
activities, and especially to pray for 
the unity that Christ desires. Here 
in Saskatoon we observed the 
WPCU with regular morning 
services, an Ecumenical Lecture 
with Bishop Gregory Cameron, 
Jazz, Healing and Youth services in 
the evenings, and special services 
on the opening and closing 
Sundays. We were blessed!  
 

SUMMER 

EDUCATIONAL 

INSTITUTE (SEI) 

The 2013 SEI will take place at 
Cathedral of the Holy Family (123 
Nelson Rd, Saskatoon) June 10 - 13. 
We are excited to have Bishop 
Mark MacDonald, Canada’s first 
National Indigenous bishop, as our 
keynote speaker. Watch for 
updates on our website. 

Ecumenical Shared 

Ministries (ESM) 

Watch for information on an ESM 
Practitioners Workshop coming 
up. This will be an opportunity to 
come together and be enriched, 
recharged and to refine ministry 
skills.  Info:  ron@pcecumenism.ca 
 

DONATIONS 

to the PCE 
We invite you to consider giving a 
one-time or regular gift to support 
the operations and special 
ecumenical initiatives of the Prairie 
Centre for Ecumenism.  You can do 
this by: 
 Sending a cheque payable to the 

Prairie Centre for Ecumenism 

 Signing up with PAR (Pre-
Authorized Remittance – a 
monthly automatic debit from 
your account) 

 Donating online at 
www.pcecumenism.ca, our new 
website which will be launched 
shortly  (watch for blogs from all 
3 staff on our new site). 

 By remembering the PCE in your 
will or considering an 
endowment. 

Thank you so much for your 
support of the Centre. 
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